THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His waysrand.we will 
walk in His paths: for the law shall go forth from Zion.”—MiIcaH Iv: 2. 
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DO PAID PARSONS PAY? 


EVERY reader will at once agree with me that “when two are making 4 
bargain, if one insists that the salary shall be duly stated, the other 
should. be careful to have the duties clearly defined.” Nothing is more 
conducive than a good understanding all round, and nothing has proved 
more disastrous to church attendance and religious condition of the people 
than the fact that, whilst the parsons’ salary invariably stands clearly 
recognizable, the duties attached to their office take more the form of the 
wily algebraical “x” and generally stands as “ the unknown quantity.” 

If these duties consisted simply of adopting a superior personal air, and 
wearing a uniform between certain hours, the evidence of our senses would 
convince us they were carried out. But parsons call themselves “reverend” 
and thus bargain to show good and useful qualities worthy of being re- 
vered, and do not object to be clerical styled “ minister” “pastor” “shep- 
herd ”—just as we may read certain men loved to be called “ Rabbi Rabbi” 
in the long, long ago. Do we not actually see the same trait of character 
existing in our Rabbis in these present days? Do they not enlarge the 
borders of their garments when they assume their clerical dress, which is 
distinctively intended to warn us of the approach of a very superior per- 
son indeed? Doves not the old spirit still reveal its existence in them in 
their love for the prominent part at gatherings, and avidity with which 
they covet and secure “the chair” at their odd and Sunday meetings? 
But this claim of theirs to be styled pastor, and shepherd—especially as 
they earn money by it—brings them promptly under Bible jurisdiction, 
and draws attention to their work clearly defined there too. 

The not only real, but absolute, duty of a parson is the most important,. 
in one sense, in all the world. There is nothing conceivable to equal it, 
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and the neglect of no other duty carries such a penalty as does the 
neglected duty of the shepherd. 

Matthew xviii: 12, describes the work very gently, but, nevertheless, puts 
it as clear as noonday that it is to go, with a specific purpose, after those 
who “need” seeking. 

Ezekiel xxiii: 7-8, leaves him no discretion in the matter. “I have set 
thee a watchman * # * if thou speak not * + 
his blood will I require at thine hand.” 

But it seems left to Jeremiah xlviii: 10, (New Version) to clinch the 
fetters of obligation with—“ Cursed be he that doeth the work of the Lord 
negligently.” 

What then 7s this work of theirs, which the highest authority declares 
to be of the greatest importance, and can only be neglected at their ex- 
treme peril? We know their pulpit performance on Sunday, and that out 
of it they are for ever securing the chair at odd and sundry meetings 
where religion may be the “ostensible” reason of the gathering, but 
shepherding in the cash is generally the “ulterior” motive for gathering 
their people together. We know they are to be found in the homes of the 
rich and popular saints, and have not forgotten the name they bear for 
neglecting the homes of the poor and the needy portion of their flock, and 
for leaving to “the world, the flesh, and the devil” all those who decline 
to participate in their over and over-wearing church service, and won’t 
come to listen to their pulpit effusions. These absent ones may perhaps, 
be called the shepherds’ straying sheep ; but, in the face of his Bible in- 
structions, what is to be said to excuse his neglect of them? If what we 
know and what we see be really, in these days, the sum total of their duty, 
then let us acknowledge at once that they duly carry it out, only don’t let 
them deceive us and do not let us deceive ourselves by supposing they are 
carrying out the scriptural definition of the word “Shepherd.” 

But ts this alone their duty, or are they even paid for something more? 
If they insist upon acting by their “instructions” then there is something 
beyond, and the performance of the few items named has not landed them 
but on the fringe of their real work. 

Does not their really most important work only commence when they 
turn their back, as it were, on their Sunday routine and those gatherings 
where religion and profit are so neatly combined, and start to “go after” 
and “seek out” those in their community and elsewhere who won’t come 
to them and their services, and who, as it is acknowledged, thus prove 
themselves most needing a shepherd’s care? I should be very sorry to 
suppose that a man’s disinclination to attend the church over and over 
routine was an evidence of his “fall from grace” or even his want of 
religion, but the parsons are ever ready to coax up his absence into a sore 
of this description ; but if what they say is true, do we see their good 
work in his direction? Do we see their scriptural injunctions about him 
literally carried out and obeyed? No. The direct opposite is what we 
see ; and, the worst of it is, we are become so used to witnessing it we 
hardly give the matter a thought, and the injunction has been so per- 
sistently disobeyed that now, parsons assume the virtuous indignation 
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look when taxed with scamping their most important duty to seek those 
who don’t “come” to them. Oh! the wickedness of this spirit which 
professional parsons cal] “ their religion.” How can we believe they feel 
an interest in those whom they so promptly leave to their own straying 
and devices ? 

The parsons’ idea of their own duty is that they shall “perform” divine 
service on Sundays and then lead a sort go-as-you-please life all the week, 
amid a more or less round of “sundry money-gathering meetings” and 
calls upon the orthodox saints and interesting sinners whom all, too, in 
like manner, mean “ money” in some phrase or other, and then so on till 
Sunday, and the holidays come again. 

If divine service could ever be really only a performance no better 
school could possibly be devised for successfully making it so than the 
present system which governs it. Does it not seem as if Christ feared 
the very disaster into which parsondom and love of ease has led the 
church, when he warned his people: “When ye pray use not vain repe- 
titions ?” 

Is not the present performance week after week simply a repetition 
centuries old? And what is the outcome of it all? Scratch a Russian 
and you will find a Tartar—scratch a parson and newspapers and our 
own experience prove to us you will find the devil. And going further, 
statistics show that only some ten per cent. of our people ever go into a 
church. Those who do go are prepared week after week to promptly, at 
the right moment, dub themselves “miserable sinners.” But do these 
routine church-goers attain to any perfection beyond a capacity for glibly 
using solemn words with a thoughtless tongue ? | 

Can anything be more shocking to witness, or prove the harmful char- 
acter of our church routine system more surely, than to hear a number of 
young people trained to deliberate perjury by an indiscriminate narration 
of the Psalms, wherein they accuse God of having laid them in the lowest 
pit, though their experience is a direct proof to the contrary—and little 
boys of twelve assure him that their sins have caused them to “ Water 
their couch with their tears.” Aye! don’t let us laugh, only, at the 
absurdity. Let us rather set about reforming these parsons and their 
perforinance of shams, which lull thousands into a false security and do 
much harm. 

Let us relegate them to the discharge of their “real” duty as it is 
defined for them in their Bible. That will occupy their whole time and 
leisure and afford them no opportunities of giving way to the temptations 
of avarice. 

They are certainly well paid for their work, although their rule is to 
unblushingly scamp it for the sake of making time to devote to their odd 
and sundry money making gatherings. 

But why pay them at all? Why need we perpetuate the existence of 
_ paid parsons? The very fact that they have made it their “ profession” 
militates against their usefulness. It is next to impossible for a man who 
is directly interested in any particular business to adjudicate upon any- 
thing of an unpleasant character connected with that trade, whatever it 
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be. And yet do we not see the parsons ever anxious to block out the lay 
elements from any control over their actions, and their conduct of finance ; 
and their desire is to keep them outside their clerical courts at all costs, 
and thus “keep,” and “grasp,” and “get,” and money making and money 
hunting becomes their profession too, and these things absorb so mych of 
their time when out of their pulpits that they have to scamp their really 
important work to attend to them ? 

No evils of this sort could be if professional parsonism did not exist. 
And what would happen if they were done away with? Would our 
churches have to be shut up? Certainly not! We always find men in 
plenty who are willing to undertake various offices in church management 
free of any reward, and some of the best sermons the world has ever 
listened to have been preached by men who took neither fee nor salary for 
it, but worked for their living in some other direction. There is not a 
vestige of scripture which can lead us honestly to believe that paid parsons 
were ever intended to become an institution. 

Of course, he will quote “The laborer is worthy of his hire.” But turn 
to it and read the context in Luke, tenth chapter, and see if these words 
quoted apply to paid parsons and their over and over again church prayers 
and routine service, now centuries old, and from which we find the majority 
of our people fly away. No! “The laborer is worthy of his hire” was 
spoken to those who had to go out over a strange land and instruct people 
who knew nothing about Christianity. They had to found a church as 
they went, and depend for their food upon the friends they inade—a very 
different state of thing from which it has since become. Now “The 
laborer is worthy of his hire” is prostituted and twisted until it stands to 
mean “a snug church in the one spot, with a salary attached of anything 
between two hundred a year, and free house, gas, coal, and crockery, and 
free education for the children, and £15,000 per annum, and a palace 
wherein to rest.” 

A venal congregation, too, seems now to be trained into believing it is 
religion to have things so, and the people dip into their own little savings 
in order to provide professional parsons with funds, and a fat living 
which is going to be “right” for their lives. But 2 Thessalonians iii: 8, 
teaches that the method should be different, and that Paul thought 
differently: “Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; but 


wrought * * * that we might not be chargeable to 
any of you, * * * to make ourselves an ensample unto 
you to follow.” Read also Acts xx: 33, “I coveted no man’s silver or gold 
* & + these hands ministered unto my necessities and to 
them that were with me. * * * Help the weak. bd 
* * It is more blessed to give than to receive.” But whilst we 


have an army of paid parsons, let us see that we get value for our money. 

Young men swarm in our big towns, of course, by the thousand. If 
their fathers rent a pew and submit to their purse being squeezed at the 
usual odd and sundry times, they will thus represent so much church 
capital and will be duly looked after. But, parents! is not the clerical 
visit to you generally made in the afternoon or early evening, just about 
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when the young men are away? How often does the professional cleric 
“time” his visit in order to have a word with the sons who don’t go near 
_ him or his church? Why do not the clergy bring themselves in touch 
with the sons just as readily as they meet their parents, who provide the 
pew rent? Is it not only too often the fact that the sons need the 
shepherd’s care a thousand times more than do the parents? And yet, 
in spite of biblica] instructions, and the thunders of Jeremiah, due court 
is paid to the representative of the “cash,” but the sons are left to stray, 
and many a shepherd hirdly knows this portion of his flock when he 
meets them in the streets. 

The taint’of professionalism ruins the parson’s usefulness. How can we 
suppose he has the welfare of the people at heart whilst we watch him 
paying due court to the “cash” portion of them and grossly neglecting the 
welfare and eternal interests of those of his community straying away 
from him? These, though they be our sons or someone else’s, ought to be 
his chief thought_and tenderest care, but he leaves them to their own 
devices with a callous indifference which is repulsive in its ugliness. Why 
need we pay parsons? 

There is a church in Liverpool thriving and prosperous, whose preachers 
never receive a cent for it. One of them says: “These hands minister to 
my necessities,” “I have never received anything for preaching.” “I have 
preached over eight thousand times, and traveled more than seventy-five 
thousand miles.” “All our members over twenty-one years of age have a 
voice in our government and management; and with the money that 
might go to support a professional] minister amongst us we provide for our 
people’s needs.” 

In our churches we are heavily taxed for the exclusive benefit of the 
parsons. If any one doubts that let him examine into what becomes of 
the money and where the bulk of it goes. Depend upon it, the business 
man preaching without pay has a tremendous pull over the professional 
preacher. The, business man’s preaching carries a force with it. He can 
speak of business difficulties, trials and temptations from a practical 
point of view, and, convey practical ideas, too, to young and old men in 
the’ world, which is simply an impossibility for the professor to honestly 
undertake. 

If the clergy would confine themselves to their legitimate sphere, there 
would be no need to oppose them; but when we watch them neglecting 
an important scriptural duty for the sake of making time to attend to 
others more profitable to themselves, they then become a danger to the 
church and those who support her, and no human being can frame a stronger 
indictment against them than do the simple facts themselves. 

There is a great deal too much foolish docility shown to parsons, and it 
has encouraged them to turn our church into a vast friendly co-operative 
industry, and almost entirely in their own interests. Professional parson- 
dom as a whole has never been the friend of the people. For centuries it 
has promptly assisted to block every attempt at progress and reform 
made by the people. Useful legislation calculated to benefit the masses 
has never had the support of the clergy; and look at them to-day, grasp- 
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ing at the power for which they have ever struggled, ing to retain 
the control wherein “money” is, following the rich and ever neglecting 
the poor, styling themselves “ministers and servants,” yet ever coveting 
the uppermost seats and greetings in the market place, just as they did of 
old. 

And still they are tolerated. Yet if they were done away with the 
change would only disturb the sentimentalists. Their usefulness is easily 
gauged. Watch them and you will soon ascertain whose interests they 
study, and whose welfare they have at heart. The Bible, too, will guide 
you to a decision, “By their fruits ye shall know them.”—Jiverpool 
Review. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The French troops in Dahomey continue to make headway in all directions, the chief 
of Godomey having spontaneously made his submission. 


The Emperor of Austria has sanctioned the draft of a bill which provides for the Jewish 
religion being included amongst the officially recognized religious bodies in Hungary. 

Typhoid fever is prevalent throughout the state of Potosi, Mexico, due to a drought 
which has nearly dried up the watercourses and made them impure. Several hundred 
deaths have occurred in the last three weeks, and the present mortality is about 25 per 
day. 

The report of Mr. Ackermann, the auditor of the World’s Fair, shows that the expen- 
diture to the first of December amounted to $12,460,235, and the receipts to $13,229,451, 
leaving a balance of $636,068, or enough to last two weeks at the present rate of expen- 
diture. 

While a christening was being celebrated in a house near St. Petersburg, Russia, 
recently the building took fire, and the people rushed in terror into the street, leaving the 
infant in its cradle. Ultimately, when the place was entered, the charred corpse only of 
the child was found. 

Diphtheria is raging at Lima, Ohio, U.S.A. Four hundred cases have been reported, 
and a number of deaths have occurred. The board of health is quarantining the infected 
houses, and all food and medicine are conveyed to the inmates by the sanitary police, 
who daily undergo fumigation before being relieved from duty. 


A terrible tragedy took place in a Chicago, U.S.A., lodging-house on December 11. 
While a man named Charles O’ Neil was washing his face at the washstaad, a man named 
Martin Morris, who was temporarily deranged, stole up behind him, seized him by the 
neck, and bending his head backward, cut his threat. Morris then cut his own throat, 
both wounds being fatal. 


The Russian press assert that the rumors as to the Muscovite government, disgusted 
by the French scandals, seeking to improve its relations with Germany and Austria, are 
wholly baseless. The Manitoban government has issued a report on the crops of the 
past seven seasons, which places the wheat yield at fourteen bushels per acre, and the 
total crop at fourteen million bushels, eight million bushels of which have been marketed. 


A river of ink is worthy of mention. There are many rivers which have a sufficient 
element of the marvelous to admit them into categories of the wonderful. Algeria, Spain 
and India, for instance, each have rivers within their borders which are composed—‘“‘ not 
of water, but of ink.” That in Algeria is water until after the union of two of its princi- 
pal tributaries, one of which flows through a country strongly impregnated with iron; 
the other comes from a peat bog. The chemical action of the iron on the gallic acid from 
the peat makes a beautiful writing fluid. 


— 
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From British Columbia it is reported that the Nilinat Indians are fighting among 
themselves, the troubles being, it is believed, due to large quantities of whisky having of 
late been sold to them. 

The first commercial electric railroad in the United States was in service at Cleveland, 
Ohio, about six years ago. The enormous development of this industry may be appre- 
ciated from the fact that there are now in operation over 250 electric railways in the 
United States embracing 2,024 miles of track, and utilizing 3,830 motor cars, operated by 
' 6,400 motors, with an estimated capacity of 174,435-horse power. Out of 956 street-car 
plants existing in the United States and Canada, 589 are operated by horses, 49 by cables, 
246 by electricity, and 73 by steam. In amount of track mileage electric railroads stand 
next to horse railroads, the former covering 5,703 miles, and the latter 2,024; while there 
are 527 miles of cable road 554 of steam. The overhead system of supply is the one which 
has commended itself most strongly to street-car operators by reason of its cheapness. 


A terrible fight occurred at Wenatche, Washington, U.S.A., on the night of December 8, 
as the result of a gambling transaction. A cowboy named T. Guillard, in playing against 
the faro bank of an Italian named Joe Vaco, won $6000, breaking the bank. The news 
got abroad,and a woman who lives with Guiliard went to the gambling-house to get him 
away and to prevent his spending the money. This caused trouble as the Italian sus- 
pected the woman’s design and tried to prevent her from entering. A quarrel took place 
at the door, which resulted in Guillard pushing the Italian roughly aside and walking 
away. He was followed by the woman and a dozen Italians, who surrounded him and a 
fight began. Guillard drew his revolver, and shooting rapidly killed three of the Italians 
and wounded several more. They returned the fire, wounding him seriously and his 
friends joined the fracas, handling their pistols so cleverly that the Italians fled wildly, 
leaving half a dozen of their number with bullet wounds. The matter was hushed up, 
the small police force not being anxious to interfere in the dispute. 

A dispatch from Washington, D.C., states that a private communication from Presi- 
dent-elect Cleveland was received by Senator Gorman December 9, stating that no extra 
session would be called to deal with the tariff. Mr. Gorman has been instructed to 
undertake the formation of a joint commission from the Senate and the House of Repre- 
sentatives to prepare a tariff bill which shall be ready for passage by the next Congress 
when it meets, in order to satisfy the radical element of the Democratic party, who have 
been calling for an extra session. Mr. Cleveland has examined the figures of the Treasury 
Department, and has concluded that the financial condition of the Government does not 
necessitate special legislative action. The joint commission will begin work immediately 
upon the final adjournment of the Congress, and are expected to have a schedule prepared 
in time to present it to a called session in the autumn of next year should such a called 
session appear desirable. The great majority of the Democratic party are of the opinion 
that so long as a proper bill is prepared an extra session will not be needed. 


The report of Mr. Tracy, Secretary of the Navy of the United States, shows that 
nineteen vessels have been added to the United States Navy during President Harrison’s 
administration, and that eighteen are in course of construction. Of a total of forty-two 
vessels already built, or the construction of which has been authorized by Congress, four 
are over 8,000 tons. The new Harveyised nickel steel armor is superior to any used 
abroad, and Mr. Tracy expects that Great Britain will accept the new process. The 
United States Navy is now equipped with the best rapid-firing guns, the best smokeless 
powder, and high explosive for charging shells. In the armor test at Annapolis half 
the armor protection used for British war vessels was stripped off in five shots. There 
were 116 ordnance guns afloat in the American navy, while in addition 237 had been com- 
pleted and 77 more were in process of manufacture. The United States had only two 
torpedo boats as compared with 208 possessed by Great Britain. After announcing that 
the police patrol to protect the seal fisheries in the Behring Sea had been successfully 
maintained, the report declares that the prospects of the great naval review to be held 
next spring are most encouraging. 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 1893. 


A NEW YEAR’S GREETING. 


To the Saints in all lands is extended, “A Happy New Year!” And in 
offering this greeting the question may be asked, is there another such 
triumph of human energy and moral combination over the difficulties of 
nature and of habit besides the customary observance of New Year’s 
Day? Good resolutions are made, and pledges given. Our final success 
may, perhaps, not be great, but our start is wonderful. From looking 
backwards, perhaps, sadly and regretfully, we suddenly turn our faces 
to the future with a bright and childish confidence in what it may 
have in store for us. And is it not proper that it should be thus? The 
good wishes now exchanged for “A Happy New Year” may well be given 
with more than usual earnestness and hope. 

If the power to mark a new beginning and a fresh departure in human 
affairs be really ever given to that particular division of time which has 
been observed, not only in Great Britain, but throughout all the Christian 
world for many years past, the Latter-day Saints have certainly abundant 
reason to welcome the present new year’s birth with joyful anticipations. 
To them this ceaseless current of years and of seasons teaches wisdom; 
this twinkling rapidity of the months and the weeks, which are already 
gone, shows them how to measure the future by the past, and to improve 
the future that lies before them. 

Interesting as has been the history of 1892, engrossing as must ever be 
the present, the future, still more exciting, mingles itself with every 
thought and sentiment, and casts its beams of hope, or its shadows of fear, 
over the paths of every day life. } 

In extending the hand of congratulation to the Latter-day Saints 
throughout the world, we feel to tender to the Elders in the missionary 
field an expression of thankfulness, for the spirit of energy which has in- 
fluenced them in searching out the honest in heart among the nations 
during the year that has passed; and to say to all, in the words of Long- 
fellow, “Look not mournfully into the past—it comes not back again; 
wisely improve the present—it is thine; go forth to meet the shadowy 
future, without fear and with a manly heart.” 

W. B. D., Jr. 
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EDITORIAL THOUGHTS—THE EUROPEAN SITUATION. 


PERIODICALS representing the social, political, and religious_elements* in 
the four quarters of the globe publish accounts of calamities which have 
befallen pecples and nations during the past twelve months. Such state- 
ments have not contributed to allay a wide-spread feeling of insecurity 
experienced by the masses. Casualities to life and property, during the 
year 1892, have been largely in excess of those recorded in other years. 
Perplexities still continue to agitate the political, social, and religious 
elements in this, the second year of the last decade of the nineteenth cen- 
tury; and no season of repose is enjoyed by peasant or king. If the poor 
suffer from hunger and privation, those in affluent circumstances do not 
rest on beds of roses. The rich and powerful dread the socialistic element, 
and know not at what moment their lives may be taken and their property 
blown to atoms by some discharged servant, or other enemy. 

The record of the past year is filled with distressing accounts of cyclones, 
earthquakes, a race war, disease, murders, robberies, rapes, prostitution, 
suicides, arson, forgeries, confidence men plying their trade, and other in- 
numerable deviltries, which have filled the world with sin and confusion. 
Dismal forebodings permeate the minds of al] classes, and, like the sword 
of Daiocles, destruction hangs suspended by a thread, and may fall 
without warning upon the people. The strained relations now existing 
between powerful nations, brought on by complications which have 
occurred upon the Jand and sea, may culminate in a general war, the like 
of which the world has never seen. Sacred and profane history present 
no parallel to the armed and bristling peace now existing in Europe. 
Emperors and rulers unitedly cry, “Peace, peace,” when there is no peace. 
Indeed, with this shibboleth on their lips, they continue to exert every 
nerve to more effectually fortify their seaports, perfect their navies, in- 
crease their standing armies, and bring to a maximum the hellish instru- 
ments of death and destruction. Vast sums of money have been, and are 
now being, expended; and the ingenuity of man“is taxed to its utmost 
capacity to perfect fortifications and improve the machinery of war. The 
wonderful advancement made in armaments during the last ten years is 
attributed to man’s ingenuity. If this is true then the God of all has in- 
spired these men ; and none of their deadly perfections have been completed 
without His sanction. Poor, weak, vain, conceited, puny man takes all 
this honor unto hiunself, of being able to annihilate nations, and struts*the 
earth with the proverbial chip—not on one shoulder, but on both. Why, 
O ye nations of the earth, can ye not see that an outraged God is per- 
mitting you to bring destruction upon yourselves, because you will not 
listen unto His voice, nor give heed unto the warnings of His servants, 
the Latter-day Saint Elders? 

The Triple Alliance is reported as being:shaky, and peaceably minded 
people consider its ability to maintain the balance“of power in Europe 
exceedingly problematical. It is currently reported that Italy is bank- 
rupt; and that the expenditures incident to_maintaining her,Zarmy and 
navy on a war footing, as per agreement made with Germany and Austria, 
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in forming the Triple Alliance, has wrought financial disaster to her—the 
second naval power in the world. Autocratic Russia and democratic 
France are mutually pleased with each other just now, for each have their 
own particular axe to grind. Russian securities remain unsought on the 
French Bourse, yet the love feast still continues. This fact has not inter- 
rupted their negotiations for political union; the frisky Gaul continues to 
shower peculiar distinctions upon the representatives of the Czar, and in 
various ways exhibits a lively sense of gratitude for “favors to come,” in 
case of war with Germany. 

Situated upon the west bank of the river Rhine, extending thence west- 
erly to the Blue Kroselle, which latter stream joins the Rhine at Coblentz, 
lies Alsace-Lorraine. This lovely bit of territory was the scene of many 
encounters between opposing armies during the late Franco-German war. 
Wrested from the French, it now owns a Prussian master. If France can 
be assured of Russia’s support, she will assuredly seek, at no distant day, 
to retreive honors lost, and again possess Alsace-Lorraine. If war ensues 
between France and Germany it wil] be a desperate and a bloody struggle, 
with victory for either in extreme doubt. France must know that in case 
of such a war she will be contending for national existence. If Prussia 
conquers her again, France will be dismembered and parceled out, as was 
poor Poland, among her neighbors. 

The occupation of Egypt, Port Said, and practical posession of the Suez 
Canal, gives England positive control of the great highway to the East 
Indies. The impregnable rock of Gibraltar commands the Straits of Gib- 
raltar—the southwestern entrance to the Mediterranean Sea. Under these 
conditions this place is transformed into an English lake, to the lasting 
humiliation of Spain, and the disgust of Russia and other nations. 

Russian advances in the Pamirs caused some excitement in England, 
but it soon subsided when the Britisher became satisfied that no invasion 
of India was contemplated by the Muscovite. 

The port of Viadivostock, situated at the extreme southern limit of the 
Gulf of Tartary, is the most interesting and important of all Russia’s fron- 
tiers. At this point Russia is completing immense fortifications, and 
establishing facilities for constructing powerful and high speed ironclads, 
and is equipping them with the most modern engines of destruction. 
From this point she may command the Japan and Yellow Seas, through 
which she gains a temperate waterway to the East Indies and Indian 
Ocean. 

At present this is Russia’s most important commercial and naval outlet. 
England’s possession of the Mediterranean serves as a check upon the 
Czar, and for the present he must relinquish his designs upon Turkey in 
Europe, Constantinople, the Bosphorus, and the Dardanelles. Roumania 
and Bulgaria the Czar would gladly absorb, should opportunity make it 
possible to acquire those territories. Russia is in full sympathy with 
France and Spain, and would aid them should they undertake to open the 
Mediterranean Sea to the free use of all commercial and naval vessels of 
the world, unrestricted by Gibraltar’s frownings, fortifications, and the 
Mediterranean fleet of ironclads belonging to perfidious Albion. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Germany is planting manufacturing industries in the heart of England. 
France can boast of many Teutonic manufacturers, and Scandinavian 
countries are flooded with German merchandise. The construction of a 
canal across Schleswig, connecting the Baltic and the North Seas, is likely 
to prove of incalculable benefit to Germany. She will be benefited in a 
commercial sense, and the effectiveness of the German navy will be greatly 
enhanced. Skilled engineers, and a lavish expenditure of money, are being 
employed to hasten the work. The cost will be enormous, but it is necessary 
for the welfare of the Fatherland. Particulars relating to its progress are 
carefully suppressed by His Majesty, the Emperor, who frequently visits 
the scene of operations. Day and night the labor continues without ces- 
sation. The proud spirit of Germany has chafed under the reluctant 
consent of the Dane for German commerce and war vessels to pass through 
the Kattegat Skuger Rack and Great Belt to the outer world. These 
narrow straits are inlets to the Baltic Sea and Gulf of Finland. 
Through these straits pass thousands of vessels which are engaged in the 
Norway pine lumber trade; and they are the water approaches to St. 
Petersburg, the capital of the Russians. 

Denmark has never relinquished the secret hope of ultimately recover- 
ing posession of Schleswig and Holstein. She hates Germany, and it is 
possible that France will accept her good offices should another Franco- 
German war transpire. 

With their complications and accumulated jealousies, we leave the 
nations in the hands of God. It is evident Russia and Prussia must 
change greatly, before religious liberty will be given to the people: but 
it will come, and that, too, at no distant day. The pure in heart must 
hear the Gospel and be gathered to Zion: when that is accomplished, the 
Spirit of God will be withdrawn from the nations, and man be left to his 
own devices. Forsaken by his God, he becomes a prey to the common 
enemy of mankind. With anguish of heart the Latter-day Prophets 
behold the masses of Christendom rushing upon sure destruction, heed- 
less of their environments, and deaf to that warning voice of inspir- 
ation which is sounding the alarm throughout all nations, calling upon 
the people to turn from their iniquities, and with prayerful hearts seek 
Him who gave His life, that we might live. B. Y. 


THROUGH the courtesy of Elders Willard Done, D.B., Principal of the 
Latter-day Saints’ College, in Salt Lake City; and John Nicholson, late 
associate editor of the Deseret News; and Bishop Orson F. Whitney, poet 
and historian, we are enabled in this issue to present our readers with a 
Stak of twenty-eight pages. By diligent application, but more especially by 
the aid of “that wisdom which is profitable to direct,” it is hoped our little 
luminary may continue to reflect the doctrines of eternal life. Should any 
imperfections appear upon its face, it may be said, in a charitable spirit, 
that dark spots are often seen upon the sun’s disc; and should the Star’s 
general brightness diminish, our sagacious readers will readily know how 
to maintain the quantity of light by ordering an increased number of 
them. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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VIEWED from a worldly standpoint, the year 1892 presents few features 
calculated to make its disappearance a matter of extreme regret. It has 
been one of revolutions and financial deadlocks, of lynchings, riots, strikes, 
diplomatic difficulties, and the exposure of official corruption in many 
countries; of persecutions and expulsions in Russia, of serious labor 
troubles in France, Germany, and Austria; of secret society outrages in 
Italy, and new developments in the everlasting European question. China 
has been, and still is, in a condition disquieting to the nations as a whole, 
while in Australasia the effect of the great Baring crisis has been un- 
settling in its tendency, and has greatly aggravated the present financial 
depression. 


IN a recent issue, the Omaha Bee, a newspaper published at Omaha, 
Nebraska, U.S.A., and Republican in politics, has the following to say 
concerning the Democratic victory in Utah: “The election of Democratic 


delegates from the Territories of Utah, New Mexico, and Arizona is re- 


garded as assuring their admission as States by the next Congress. It is 
stated that a deliberate bargain was made by the Democrats for the ad- 
mission of Utah, in case the church threw its influence to the party in 
Colorado, Wyoming and Idaho, but whether such was the case or not, the 
Democratic party will undoubtedly take advantage of the probability of 
getting six Senators from these Territories to admit them to Statehood. 
It is therefore safe to predict that as soon as possible after the next Con- 
gress is organized, it will pass bills for the admission of the three Terri- 
tories named. As to New Mexico and Utah, they unquestionably have 
sufficient population to entitle them to Statehood, and doubtless both of 
them could support a State Government.” After referring to the people of 
New Mexico—-a large proportion of whom, it is alleged, are not in sympathy 
with American institutions—-the writer sums up as follows: “With regard 
to Utah, it unquestionably has an excellent claim to admission, so far as 
population and material development are concerned. There is not far 
from 300,000 inhabitants in the Territory, or nearly twice the number 
necessary under the new apportionment to elect a representative in Con- 
gress, and there can be no question that the people could support a State 
Government. The Democrats will undoubtedly be willing to admit these 
Territories, and the probability is that they will come into the Union as 
States before the expiration of the Fifty-third Congress. 


“THE highest recorded speed ever achieved by a locomotive,” says a 
writer in the Railway Age, recently, “was made one day during the 
early part of December by a compound engine on the New York division of 
the Philadelphia and Reading system, when it covered a mile in 37 seconds. 
This is at the terrific rate of 97} miles an hour, and almost reaches the 
theoretica] 100 miles an hour, which some believe is to be the ordinary 
speed of fast trains of the future. Nor was this single mile’s performance 
the only extraordinary part of the run, for the next mile was made in 38 
seconds, showing two consecutive miles in 75 seconds, and other miles 
were covered in 39, 40, 41 and 42 seconds—the latter indicating a rate of 
85 miles per hour. Five consecutive miles were passed in 205 seconds—an 
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average of 87.8 miles an hour—which is also an unequaled performance 
for such a distance, and five miles on a section having, it is said, a heavy 
grade were passed in four minutes, or at the rate of seventy-five miles an 
-hour. The engine had 64 feet drivers. The train was a regular express, 
consisting of a combination car, two day coaches, and a Pullman. We are 
told that no special preparations were made for this marvelous run, and 
that it was achieved in the face of a heavy wind and other disadvantages ; 
in fact, we are led to understand that the engine did not really do herself 
justice, and that still faster work may be expected. In view of the sur- 
prises of the past few months we are prepared to believe that even greater 
velocity is possible, although whether it is desirable may be a question. 
Meantime, one electrical authority is quoted as saying that a speed of 150 
miles an hour may certainly be obtained, and with safety, by electric 
motors; and so a still higher standard is set for the mad race against 
time.” | 


Wuat Utah skill, and “Mormon” brains can accomplish, is admirably 
illustrated in the new rapid firing gun which is an invention of one of the. 
Browning boys of Ogden, Utah. The Age of Steel has the following to 
say regarding the invention: “A rapid-firing gun recently tested at New 
Haven by the Winchester Repeating Arms Company, fired 900 shots a 
minute. It is the invention of Messrs. Browning Brothers, of Ogden, 
Utah, who have a branch establishment in Salt Lake City. The only 
gun approaching this rapidity is the Maxim machine-gun, with a 
record of 750 shots per minute. This new besom of destruction has 
a water-jacket surrounding the barrel, holding one gallon of water. 
The amount of water is evaporated in one minute, when the gun is in 
operation. In experiments made without the water-jacket, the barrel 
would become too hot for safety in less than half a minute. The ammu- 
nition is fed into the breech from a continuous web belt, holding the cart- 
ridges in pockets. The representatives of the Krupp, Armstrong, and 
Canet guns have been engaged in a wordy tussle upon the respective 
killing capacities of these weapons. The initial velocity of the largest of 
these projectiles is now well beyond half a mile per second, and the 
penetrating energy varies from 200 to 300 foot-tons per pound of powder, 
with a momentum of about 80,000 foot tons. That is to say, a mass of 
steel can now be hurled forth with a destructive power something like 
that of the average railway collision, but with what ultimate benefit 
to the human race it is not so easy to determine.” Before submitting 
his invention to the United States Government, Mr. Browning made a 
thorough test of the weapon, and invited a few friends, to witness a trial 
at Ogden. A small rifle—22 calibre—was used, and an inch board shot 
at. The board was cut in two as neatly as a saw would have done it, by 
the terrific rain of bullets. Mr. Browning states that each cartridge fires 
its neighbor, and he brings into requisition, to accomplish his end, the air 
pressure generated after each bullet leaves the barrel of the gun. It can 
be easily imagined what terrible destruction a few of these guns could 
inflict upon a regiment of soldiers. 
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A RAILROAD TO UTAH’S DIXIE. 


ARTICLES of incorporation of the Nevada Southern railway have been filed 
in Denver, the officers and principal stockholders being Colorado men. 
This little line is a branch of the Atlantic and Pacific which crosses the 
Colorado river at the Needles, Southern California, and is headed towards 
the Pioche mining district, the prospective southern terminus of the 
Utah Central branch of the Union Pacific. The grade for this latter road 
has been completed to Pioche, and the people of Southern Utah are pa- 
tiently but anxiously awaiting the arrival of the time when the Union 
Pacific will begin laying steel. From present indications it would seem 
that Utah’s Dixie will have direct railroad connection with the outside 
world sooner than expected. 

Speaking of the Nevada Southern, its aims and prospects for the future, 
the Denver Republican in a recent issue says: 


It is stated that the thirty miles of road for which rails have been 
purchased will be completed within thirty days. The line of road stretches 
to the northeast from Goff’s station toward the Colorado river. After 
ome the first thirty miles of road it is contemplated to build 
through the mountains of the New York mining district, a distance of 
twelve miles to the Vanderbilt district. The road will through a 
valley which forms the bed of a dry lake, on one side of which is situated 
the town of Ivanpah, a noted mining camp of San Bernardino county 
and will be extended to Good Spring, Nev which are located mines o 
the same character as those at Leadville. 

The road will traverse a section of southeastern California and southern 
Nevada, known to be very rich in the precious metals, but which, owing 
to : — of water and facilities for transportation, have been but little 
explo 

t passes through a stretch of country having many of the character- 
istics of the famous Death Valley, California, in which so many prospectors 
have lost their lives. This section of California forms the greater part of 
San Bernardino county, the largest county in the United States, and lies 
to the east of the great dividing range of mountains. About fifty miles 
to the west of the road are the famous Calico mines, in which the late 
Governor Waterman of California made his fortune. The road will de- 
pend for its support upon the traffic to and from the mines, but it will 
also form a very important link in future railway connections. Spurs will 
probably be built to the principal mining camps of the neighheshndd, 
and it is not unlikely that a branch will be built to Keeler, Inyo county, 
California, the terminus of the Carson and Colorado River railroad. - 

This would give a continuous line of road from Lassen county, next to 
the northwestern county of California, along the eastern base of the 
Sierra Nevada mountains, by the way of the Nevada and California, Vir- 

inia and Truckee, Carson and Colorado River, and Nevada Southern to 
the line of the Atlantic and Pacific, and would place all of Western Ne- 
vada and the arid belt of California, lying to the east of the Sierras, in 
easy railway communication with the rest of the country. } 

Another important factor is the proposed extension into Southern Ne- 
vada. This would indicate that a deal with the Union Pacific might be 
on. For a long time the Union Pacific has contemplated reaching Los 
Angeles and San Diego from Salt Lake. Its line through Central Utah 
has almost reached Pioche, Nevada, and when the Nevada Southern has 
pushed its way well into Southern Nevada, as the plan is now, it would 
not es a heavy expense to connect the two roads, thus giving the 
Union Pacific an entrance into Southern California. 
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In the event of the purchase of the Rio Grande Western by the Southern 
Pacific, of which so many rumors have been circulated of late, the Union 
Pacitic would doubtless hasten the construction of the Salt Lake and Los 

es to a junction with the Nevada Southern. 

he Nevada Southern intends to make The Needles, a town on the 
California side of the Colorado river, its centre of operations. This is the 
point where the Atlantic and Pacitic railroad crosses the river. There are 
now at The Needles amalgamating works with a capacity of sixty tons a 
day. The town will be made the business point for the entire mining 
region of Southern Nevada, Northwestern Arizona and Southwestern 
California. Coal in abundance is found near at hand. Within thirty 
days a national bank, it is stated, with a —- of $50,000, will be opened 
at The Needles. Water works and electric li ~ will be put in, and 
an artificial ice factory started.—Ogden St 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 


Professor H. S. Krouse has been appointed chief of the musical bureau of the Utah 
World’s Fair exhibit. 
Mr. Lee C. Clark, residing at the southwest corner of West Temple and First North 


Streets, was robbed on the evening of November 30 of a purse containing money, cheques 
and papers valued at $1,000, and a safe deposit slip for a casket of diamunds worth $1,025. 


The scrip or due bill system and the credit system are making business dull in Provo. 
It is said that there is a great deal of work at present in Provo, but the credit and the 
scrip evils crowd out of circulation the good money of the country. Some merchants 
there are endeavoring to place their business on a purely cash basis. Although it is losing 
them some custom it is thought it will pay in the long run. 

Gas was struck by the Utah and Ohio Gas Company at Ogden on November 21. While 
sinking a well for water, on the property of William Sewell, a heavy flow of gas was en- 
countered, which came up with a great pressure, throwing mud, sand, and gravel twenty 
feet in the air. When lighted, the flames shot up six feet above the pipe, which was one 
and one-half inches in diameter. The gas has been pronounced by an expert tu be a 
genuine petroleum product. 

Samuel Robbins, of Lehi, met with a fatal accident on the Union Pacific Railroad at 
Provo. As passenger train No. 2, which left Provo about 8 o’clock, was nearing Lehi 
station on the morning of November 24, it ran into a team and wagon which was crossing 
the track. The crossing is on a heavy curve, and the engineer did not see the man until 
the train was within a few feet of him. The engine struck the wagon, completely demol- 
ishing it and killing one of the horses. Mr. Kobbins was struck by the engine and thrown 
about twenty feet from the track. Upon examination it was found that the man’s ribs 
were crushed and his skull fractured. Mr. Robbins was about 50 years of age, and leaves 
a wife and large family to mourn his death, which occurred shortly after the accident. 


Some beautiful specimens of onyx and marble have recently been found within two 
miles of Springville, Utah County. A company has been organized, called the Spring- 
ville Mining, Quarrying and Manufacturing company with a capital stock of $1,000,000, 
divided into 100,000 shares, for the purpose of developing the quarries and marketing the 
product. This company, which has ten claims, each 600 by 1,500 feet, commenced oper- 
ations six weeks ago, and has already developed twenty different varieties of marble, 
from black to white, most of which are fossiliferous, and six varieties of gnyx. ‘They are 
all susceptible of the finest polish. Among the specimens are some which would answer 
satisfactorily for lithographing. The black marbles are flawless, and suitable for many 
ornamental purposes, 
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The Provo City Council is about to undertake the work of amending and reconstruct- 
ing the municipal laws of that city. 

George Herbert, a Rio Grande Western brakeman, met with an accident on November 
25 at Castilla Springs. While lifting a coupling pin the glove of his right hand got 
caught, and the thumb and first three fingers came between the cars. The thumb was 
crushed and the fingers severely bruised. The thumb was subsequently amputated. 

A passenger train on the Rio Grande Western Raiiway dashed into a freight train that 
was switching to allow the furmer to pass, on November 29. The accident occurred by 
the Salina passenger traip running into an ‘‘out of time” freight train near Jordon 
Narrows. The engineer, as soon as he rounded the curve and saw the freight train ahead 
of him, reversed the engine, and then with the fireman jumped to save his life. No lives 
were lost, but several cars were badly wrecked. : 


POBTRY. 
THE NEW YEAR’S FLOWER. 


The bleak, chill wind of December And, laden with spicy odors, 
Blows over the garden beds; The autumn breezes come \ 
In the bitter and frosty weather From the nooks and corners, tened 
‘The asters hang their heads. By the brave chrysanthemum. 
While the flume of the salvia brightened 
The walks a month ago, Hail to thee! beautiful flower, 
Dead leaves hang black and withered, With royal and dauntiless mien 
Or litter the earth below. Facing the frosts uf winter— 
I crown thee autumn’s queen. 
In the first cold night of autumn With your pea of late, sweet sunshine, 
The dahlia’s pride was lost, You brighten the opening year, 
The hollyhock’s splendor vanished And keep us thinking of summer 
At the coming of the frost. ‘Till the winter we is here. 
Even the brave little pansy 
Hides under the leaves that fall, Brave, beautiful, steadfast flower 
And not one flower of the summer You come with a message to all ; 
Answers the robin’s call. Smile in life’s bitterest weather 
And brighten its lonesome fall, 
But lo! in the corner yonder Carry some beauty of summer 
There’s a gleam of white and gold— In the heart till the season’s past, 
The gold of summer's sunsbive, And let the dread winter that cometh 
The white of winter’s cold. Find a flower in the soul at last. 
SELECTED. 


Brapss#aw.—At Birkenhead, Cheshire, England, November 26, 1892, James Brad- 


shaw, aged 69 years. Deveased was born at Chorley, Lancashire, and was baptized 
in 1852, 


Gamus.—At Birkenhead, Cheshire, England, Isabella Games, aged 27 years. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 1893. 


COLUMBUS. 


So long as lofty peaks o’er lowly plains 

Catch first the glurious beams of golden light 
That lumine this dark world; so long shall men, 
Or souls that seem far more than men, be found, 
To loom above the level of their kind 

And greet the earliest rays of rising truth. 


What though the shallow world shall scoff and scorn 
Not seeing what their mystic sight beholds; 

But groping, groveling, and denying all, 

Save what their sires or antique times have known; 
Content to lie at ease in Lethe’s vales, 

And hating those who soar to higher things! 

These walk and talk with God on mountain tops, 
On sacred hills of solemn thought, and thence, 


Like Moses from the blazing Mount, dessend, ¢ 


To kindle wisdom’s beacons for ar, 


Of such a one I sing; the Genovese, 

World-binder, bridger of the boundless seas, 

The conqueror and colossus of the waves, 

Who stood on meditation’s starry height, 

Above the clouds that canopied the age, 

And looked upon the earth and said, ‘‘’Tis round.” 
As later quoth Uopernicus, ‘It moves ;” 

Still later, Galileo, he who groaned 

In fetters for a like truth reaffirmed, 

Thrice kingly three, uncourtiered and uncrowned ; 
Not theirs the purple robe and diadem ; 

Whom science crowns full oft doth misery clothe; 
Chains were their sceptres, dungeon cells their thrones. 
And these thy portion proud, O sailor sage | 

The meed of all thy waiting, wandering toil. 

No marvel; thou wert God’s not man’s elect, 

And thou didst serve Eternity not Time, 
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Of tyrant kings and priests—earth’s recreant powers— 
Who governed but to goad and gall mankind, 

The groaning world was weary ; and the hour, 

The fated hour when Freedom’s prostrate form, 
Bursting the shackles of long centuries— 

As Samson, rousing, rent Philistian bonds— 

Erevt should stand in might and majesty, 

And shake her locks in anger at her foes, 

Drew on apace. "Twas meet that ere that hour 

Of tottering thrones and trembling dynasties, 

That day of reckoning and red revenge 

On crowned and mitered heads and reeking hands, 
On grinding greed and trampling tyranny, 

A haven from the universal storm, 

That France saw fiercely burst—yet only saw 

The faint beginning, not the furious end-- 

Should heaven prepare. A land of liberty, 

A home of peace and human brotherhood, 

Where men should equal stand, a sovereign host, 

Nor owe to haughty birth their high degree ; 

Where merit’s star o’er mammon’s might ascend ; 
Where brain and brawn should blood and birth outweigh 
Where law should liberty and life defend, _ 

And tyranny be traitor to the realm ; 

Where right, not might, should monarch rise and reign, 
O’er all that breathed or blossomed ’neath the sun; 
Where, linked in chain of loving unity — 


‘The only chain that freedom’s land could bind— 


A sisterhood of empires, hand in hand, 

Might time their steps to Truth’s triumphal tread, 
And march to music of Millennial strains. 

Glad harbinger of stil] more glorious state— 

The welding of the nations— world-wide chain— 
With Freedom’s ensign waving over all. 


The brave task thine, bold wrestler with the main, 
Europia’s pilgrim, Neptune’s pioneer ! 

Tossed not alone_on wild Atlantic’s crest, 

By angry trident of the ocean god, 

But on a sea of troubles fiercer still— 

The unbelief and envy of thine age, 

Whose waves of cold contempt and clouds of scorn 
And wrathful winds had well nigh overwhelmed 
The bark of thy adventurous emprise, 

Ere glorious Isabella’s friendship beamed, 

And Palos saw thy slow-descending sail. 

The brave task thine, thou Titan of thy time— 
Albeit thy, lot to better build than know— 

To plow a way for Freedom through the waves, 
And plant her standard on a stranger shore— 
The Banner of the Cross, whose law divine 

Is love of right and human liberty ; 

To pioneer a path for Freedom’s own, 

To pave the way for her great champion— 

A mightier e’en than thou— whose patriot arm 
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Enclothed with thunders of omnipotence, 
Wielding the lightnings of a righteous cause, 
Should cleave the clanking chain of tyranny, 
Which bound, as captive to the chariot wheel 

Of Britain’s power, Columbia's bleeding form. 
Aud then—oh, glorious conquest, grander far 
Than burnished steel and battling hosts might win ! 
To turn from all he was or might have been, 

To waive the all but proffered kingly crown, 
And seek the sweet seclusion of repose ; 

Sufficed to reign— where kings too rarely reign— 
Without a rival in his country’s love. 


Yet thou the glory of that deed shalt share, 
Which gave to half the world—thy hemisphere-- 
What all must have and hold ere Time expire ; 
Since truth proclaims, had no Columbus been, 
Our land had never known a Washington. 


What though proud Spain withheld thy guerdon grand— 
Viceroyalty of realms by thee unveiled, 

Vast revenues no coffer e’er contained— 

Pledged recompense of pain and patient toil! 

Could aught by man bestowed thy boon repay— 
Thy gift to glory and a groaning race? 

Wouldst wish the great debt cancelled? Gaze again, 
Behold what Time have wrought—the mighty tree 
That shelters ’neath its broad and bounteous shade 
From fierce oppression’s rain or fiery rays, 

And feeds with hope’s rare fruit the refugees 

Of Freedom’s cause in every land and clime! 

That tree was of thy planting—thine and His, 
Who wrought by thee Divinity’s design ; 

Though thou didst never live to pluck the fruit 
Which gladdens now a grateful universe. 

Nor lived to see—oh mockery of fame! 

What then had made thee weep, had’st thou been less 
Than thy great self—thy rightful claim ignored ; 
Another’s name upon the monument 

Eternal destiny designed for thee. 

But lived to eat the bread of penury, 

And moist its bitter crust with burning tears ; 

To wear the chains which envious power had forged 
In fires of causeless hate; and then to pass 
Unpitied to the tomb, unwept, unpraised 

And unrequited. E’en as some brave bark, 

’Gainst which to war all angry winds conspire, 

Afar by tempest’s fury lashed and driven, 
Dismantiled, shattered, wrecked, on rocky reef 

Goes down in raging seas—so sank thy soul, 

Thy stalwart soul beneath life’s stormy wave; 

Thy greatness lost in man’s ingratitude. 


Lost but to man’s, not to thy Maker’s gaze, 
That ship sails on, and it shall sail for aye. 
Thy fame, Columbus, sank with Europe’s sun, 
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To rise upon the world thy valor won, 
Whose teeming myriads now their homage yield. 
What glorious walls and glittering towers appear? 
For whom doth honor rear these radiant domes? 
- These ‘‘ villages of nations,”"{where the waves 

Of Michigan the shore of Freedom lave? 
Why throng these multitudes that eager wend 
From every clime beyond the watery way? 
From Asia’s ancient strand—far-famed Cathay, 
Where sage K’ung Fu-tse shone and Yaou reigned 
Or wise Gautama’s home, the Hindu land, 
For which thy prows pierced ocean’s mystery ; 
Pacific’s coral isles and palmy groves 
Send forth their dusky-hued ambassadors. 
O’er occidental seas their course inclines, 
Along the bosom’ ofjBalboa’s wave. 
Anon from Europe’s coast,’'whence greatness springs 
To plentous to praise, or e’en to name ; 

| Land of illustrious lives and deathless dead, 

| Whose deeds, hke laurel blossoms, crown her head ; 

| From Afric’s"burning wastes, Atlantic’s isles, 

| Swift o’er his billowry breast their vessels bound, 

| Plowing anew the path, cleft by the keel 

| That bore Columbus to*Columbia’s shore. 


These walls and towers are thine, and thine the fanes 
Upreared to science, art and industry, | 
Whose shining fingers point thy place of rest; 
| These multitudes, thy, pilgrim votaries, 
Who hither hie to kneel and pour their praise. 
Look down, O sainted soul, upon the world, 
A world that now divines what thou didst know, 
And more than thou didst deem the world might know; 
) A world that praises where it once profaned, 
| Adores where then it scoffed, and lauds where blamed. 
| - ‘The mystio wheel hath turned; the last is first, 
And first is Jast—-Columbus— Ferdinand— 
Which is the king, and which the vassal now 
If fame be wealth, what fabled wealth is thine 
If love be empire, where thy realm’s confine? 
Behold all nations bending at the shrine, 
Columbia, loyal to thy name, doth raise! 
And thus the present for the past atones, 
And more than Spain once promised, Earth now pays. 
Orson F. WHITNEY. 


ORDAINING CHILDREN TO THE PRIESTHOOD. 


AN esteemed correspondent wrote us some time since concerning the 
propriety of ordaining a child who was sick to the Melchisedek Priest- 
hood. He sgetes that the mother called himself and another Elder in to 
administer to the child, and asked if it would not be well for them to 
ordain her boy to the Priesthood, so that in the event of his passing away 
he would be a holder of the Priesthood. Her anxiety appeared to be that 
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he should receive the Priesthood, lest, not having it, he might be at a 
disadvantage. Our correspondent gave her his views upon the subject, 
to the effect that as a rule it is not expedient to ordain a boy to be an 
Elder because he is sick, especially when he had not held any of the lesser 
offices. Then the mother informed him that one of the patriarchs, in 
bestowing a patriarchal blessing, had ordained a brother of this sick boy 
to be an Elder, and the child was only five months old at the time. 
Afterwards, as this boy grew up, he was ordained to the office of a Deacon, 
the local authorities being ignorant at the time that he had been ordained 
an Elder. 

There is a manifest impropriety in such action as seems to have been 
taken by this patriarch. He exhibited more zeal than discretion. We 
know that such things have been done by Elders when they thought 
children were likely to die. They have felt as though the children would 
lose something and would be at a disadvantage if they were not ordained. 
There is certainly no good ground for entertaining such views. It has 
the appearance of distrusting the providence of God and the salvation 
that He has provided.for His children. If such ideas were to become 
prevalent in the Church, what a strange result would follow! Parents 
who had lost their children in infancy or early life and who had not had 
them ordained, would feel to mourn, either at their neglect or that they 
had allowed their children to pass away without receiving ordination ; 
and were such an idea not checked, it would not be long until some 
members of the Church might fall into the errors of certain sects concern- 
ing the baptism of infants—that those who were not baptized in infancy 
would not receive the joys of heaven. ‘ 

Our correspondent states some of the conclusions that he had reached, 
and asks if they are correct. He says: 

First—I do not think any male person who may be taken sick should be 
ordained to any calling he would not or could not be ordained unto were 
he in good health. 

Second—That if a faithful member of the Church should be suddenly 
called hence, the fact that he had not been ordained would not deprive 
him of the reward to which he is entitled. 

Third—That in the absence of a special command it is not according to 
the order and the revelations to the Church of Christ to ordain an infant 
to the Priesthood. 

These conclusions, as they appear to us, are certainly safe, and it is not 
proper that any practice should arise among us of such a character as 
this referred to, as it would surely lead to confusion.—Zditor, Juventle 
Instructor. 


A RESULT OF THE SITUATION. 


WRITTEN FOR THE MILLENNIAL STAR. 
Some of the Saints abroad in the world, as well as others who are gathered 


with the main body of the church, are somewhat perplexed with regard 
to the nature of a number of changes that have recently taken place in 
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connection with our history as a people. One of these alterations from 
the usual course pursued by the people of God is exhibited in the recent 
and present political situation of the Saints in Utah. Instead of com- 
prising but one party—local in its character—they have divided off, ac- 
cording to conviction and inclination, and become identified with the two 
great political bodies of the American Nation—Republican and Demo- 
cratic. 

The feature connected with this condition of things which causes per- 
plexity in the minds of some members of the Church, is the fact of a dis- 
tinct division having occurred on any subject, political or otherwise. 
This seems to them to be contrary to the spirit of Zion. It must be remem- 
bered, however, that Zion is yet in the incipient stages of her development. 
The time will come when her people will “see eye to eye,” but that is not 
yet. And who is able to confidently assert that the very conditions now 
existing will not eventually aid in the production of that harmony toward 
which the Church must be traveling. One thing may be confidently 
anticipated by the faithful, at all events; that is, that no occurrence of 
any importance will take place that will not in some shape contribute to 
the advancement of the work of God. Appearances may seem to point in 
the opposite direction, but this will not alter the fact that the Almighty 
will, in His wisdom, divert all events into channels that will cause them 
to subserve His purposes. 

The question may be asked, “ How can any good end be attained by the 
Saints dividing on political matters, and arraying themselves on different 
sides of important issues?’ The brief and naked answer to this might be 
given thus: “It is necessary that they should pass through experience 
that will educate and prepare them for a mighty work of the future.” 

To give so meagre a reply to an interrogatory of such importance would 
afford small satisfaction, because the answer excites other questions. One 
of the latter would naturally be, “‘ What is the work of the future to which 
reference is made?” The answer to this consists of a statement to the 
effect that the Prophet Joseph Smith prophesied that a time would come 
in the history of the United States, when the country would be disin- 
tegrated. States, counties, communities, classes and individuals would be 
divided against each other, and the principles of the glorious Constitution 
of the nation would be trampled under foot. It is to be a time of revolu- 
tionary process, involving much bloodshed and misery. Events of the 
past two or three years indicate that the causes which, according to the 
inspired words of the Prophet, are to jeopardize the very existence of the 
government of the United States are already in operation and developing 
rapidly. 

But what has this prediction, the fulfillment of which appears to be 
approaching, to do with the political situation in Utah? Only this: 
Another part of the prophecy delineates a task of great magnitude which 
is at that time to be undertaken and performed by the Elders, in their 
capacity as citizens of a great nation in danger of extinction. They will, 
when the crisis is reached, raise the standard of human liberty and call 
upon all the patriotic people of the country to rally round it, When the 
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patriots assemble they will proceed to bring order out of chaos, by re- 
organizing the nation according to the principles of the Constitution and 
the general requirements of sound civil government. | 

It will be admitted that this will be a magnificent undertaking. What 
kind of men will it require to accomplish it? They must be well informed 
upon the principles of civil government. They must be educated in the 
intricacies of the American system of rule, and as familiar with the 
Constitution as with the alphabet. No class ignorant on these subjects 
would know even where they ought to begin to perform so great a work 
as the reconstruction of a nation on the verge of ruin, to say nothing of 
carrying it forward to a successful issue. | 

The Lord, in accord with His wise method of preparing His people for 
the future, directed the Elders, by the voice of revelation to study the 
laws of countries, their systems of government, customs, etc. As a rule 
they have failed in this respect, but they must receive the needed edu- 
cation in order to perform the labors ahead of them. Not taking volun- 
tarily to these branches of knowledge, it appears to have been necessary, 
in the wisdom of our Heavenly Father that His people should be sur- 
rounded by conditions and circumstances that would impel them to 
become informed upon the true principles of government, hence the 
political situation. As a result it may be safely estimated that the Elders 
have made more progress during the last two or three years in acquiring 
a knowledge of the principles of civil government and especially of 
American institutions, than they have during any decade in the history 
of the community. Surely this is compensation for some of the more 
unattractive features of the situation. JoHN NICHOLSON. 


CHURCH SCHOOLS AND MISSIONARIES. 


WRITTEN FOR THE MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Tue latter-day work possesses a two-fold character as regards present and 
future generations. One phase is the labor of the Priesthood at home, in 
behalf of the Saints themselves; the other is the ministration of Elders 
abroad, among those who are ignorant of the Gospel. Both of these 
branches are extremely important—I will not presume to say which is 
the more so. For both these labors active and efficient preparation is 
necessary. The idea has formerly been held by many of our thoughtless 
young people, that this work of preparation will be performed by God in 
their behalf; that they need not think of the proper way to perform their 
duties at home or abroad, until those duties have been placed upon them. 
This has been the case particularly with regard to the work of the mission- 
ary field. 

The words of Christ to His apostles: “Take ye no thought what ye shall 
say, for the Holy Ghost will teach you in the same hour what ye shall 
say,” have been misjudged by many, and have been made an excuse for 
lamentable carelessness with regard to preparation for usefulness. The 
result has been that, upon being called into the mission field, young men 
have had to spend a great part of their time abroad preparing for the 
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work they have been sent to perform. In addition to this loss of time 
they run the risk of making mistakes in the promulgation of doctrines 
through lack of familiarity with them. 

I desire to write briefly with regard to preparation for missionary 
work abroad. The Gospel must be carried to those who have never heard 
it. They must be instructed in its doctrines as children in branches of 
learning taught in school. This teaching must be consecutive and thorough. 
It does not suffice that the principles be presented to them; they must be 
presented intelligently and interestingly. They must be made attractive, 
that the minds of men may be drawn towards them. I deem myself safe 
in saying that hundreds of possible converts to the Gospel have been lost 
through having its principles taught them in a harsh, repellant manner. 
The importance of winning children to a love for their studies is recog- 
nized by every efficient teacher, and it is fully as important that hearers 
of the Gospel of Christ should be instructed in the same manner. 

That proper wisdom may be exercised in this respect careful prepara- 
tion is important. In fact, some preparation is absolu . ; :.ccessary, and 
the kind to which I refer is most valuable—a thorough course of instruc- 
tion in the principles themselves, and in the manner of teaching them to 
others. The missionary is essentially a teacher. From his first contact 
with the people to whom he carries the Gospel, until he returns home, ‘he 
is engaged in teaching Gospel doctrine. As it is essential that the school 
teacher have a careful training in the subjects he teaches and in the 
manner of presenting them, so is it necessary for the missionary to receive 
such a training in the Gospel. 

And this education should be given in consecutive order. As with all 
other sciences, the theory of the Gospel, the science of theology, requires 
careful gradation in its study. I know of no better order for the study of 
these principles than that presented in the Articles of Faith. Following 
this outline, the personality and nature of each member of the Godhead 
are first considered as a foundation for faith in them; then the fall; next 
the atonement; then the necessity of the belief in principles and the per- 
formance of ordinances to secure salvation; next the first principles and 
ordinances themselves, faith, repentance, baptism, and the laying on of 
hands. These are followed by the missionary’s vindication of his author- 
ity, in showing proof of his having been called of God and set apart for 
that work. He may even go farther, if wisdom dictates, and detail the 
necessary organization of the Church of Christ; but it is usually better, in 
my Opinion, to avoid as much as possible offending others by attempting 
to prove their religious organizations spurious and false. It is far better 
to show the beauties of the true religion than to proclaim against the 
imperfections of the false, for the latter course is likely to repel possible 
converts and harden them against accepting the truth. 

This is the course of instruction to be given by the missionary. The 
more skillful he is in the presentation of these principles, the greater 
success he will have, inspiration and humility being his constant com- 
panions. Hence it follows that the more thorough the training received 
in these principles and their presentation, the greater will be his efficiency. 
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How may this training be gained? This brings me to the other part of 
my subject. 

As I have stated, theology should be studied as a science, thoroughly 
and consecutively. Faith in God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost, de- 
pends upon a knowledge of their attributes, as shown forth in the works 
they have performed for the benefit of man; repentance depends upon 
faith; baptism upon repentance; the gift of the Holy Ghost upon baptism 
church organization and the power of the Priesthood upon all these. The 
Gospel_is.a chain, no links of which may be omitted. Such being the 
case, instruction in these branches should be in the order indicated, or it 
will lack the essential element of consecutiveness. As well may a student 
expect to understand fractions without first becoming acquainted with 
integral numbers, as to attempt to comprehend the advanced truths of 
the Gospel without having understood the first principles. Since arith- 
metic may be best studied in school, under a competent instructor, theo- 
logy may best be studied in this way also. 

The Church schools are pre-eminently fitted for such study. From his 
earliest school age the child should be taught the principles of his religion ; 
and classes in theology are organized in these institutions, suited to the 
capacity of the youngest. In the lowest classes the history of God’s chosen 
people is presented to the children in the form of interesting stories. By 
this means His attributes become known to the pupils, and they learn to 
revere Him for His mercies. They hear of the fall of man, the atenement 
of Christ, and the other events showing forth the mercy of the Father, 
the love of the Son, and the power of the Holy Ghost, and thus their faith 
in the Godhead is strengthened. They become acquainted with the Bible, 
the Book of Mormon, and other sacred records, thus confirming their faith 
in the Word of God as given to His children. 

As early as possible they are given thorough instruction in the first 
principles of the Gospel, these being proven true by reference to passages 
of Scripture. As the lessons progress, opportunities are given the pupils 
to bear their testimonies and to explain the principles studied, thus being 
confirmed in the knowledge of these truths. Fast meetings, Priesthood 
meetings, Mutual Improvement Associations, Sunday Schools,—all these 
contribute their influence in the direction of making the young men com- 
petent teachers of the Word of God. They really “learn to do by doing.” 

There is another phase of this subject which to me appears an important 
one. The young ladies are given equal opportunities with the young men. 
Their advancement in a knowledge of the Gospel is as rapid as that of 
their brethren, their understanding is usually as thorough. This is most 
gratifying, as these young women are to be the future mothers in Israel, 
and the knowledge they gain will be imparted to their children before 
they reach school age and enter these important institutions to take a 
similar course. 

Having taken the course so roughly outlined in this article, the young 
man is called to filla mission. He goes to his field of labor, equipped with 
a thorough knowledge, and usually imbued with a testimony of the Gos- 
pel. He need waste no time in reaching the first or acquiring the second. 
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As soon as he reaches his field of labor, and receives his instructions from 
his president, he is ready to begin active proselyting. No time is lost in 
taking this preparatory course of training. It has been finished. If it 
has been thorough (as it usually is) he runs no risk of making mistakes in 
the promulgation of doctrine. He speaks with the freedom and authority 
born of complete knowledge sealed by the testimony of the Spirit. He is 
pble to converse with the learned upon their own subjects, theological and 
otherwise, without incurring the danger of making himself ridiculous. 
These are some of the advantages he gains through his course of training 
in the Church schools. What, therefore, may he not accomplish if humble, 
faithful, and accompanied by the Spirit of God? 

I would not be understood as implying that the Elders who are destitute 
of this training are incompetent. I am fully aware that many of them 
have taken active and leading parts in missionary labor. I merely say 
that all other things being equal, humility, faithfulness, righteousness, 
and the companionship of the Spirit of God, the man \ ‘th this training 
will accomplish more than he who is without it. 

In conclusion. The Church school system is a noble auxiliary to the 
foreign as well as to the home mission. “All honor is due to him who 
inaugurated it, President Brigham Young; and to him who has done so 
much to give it its noble character, Elder Karl G. Maeser. Young, vigorous, 
and earnest men are infusing these schools with their interest and enthu- 
siasm. Great advancement is being made all along theline. Missionaries 
at home and in foreign fields are testifying continually of the good they 
have gained from their attendance there. And work, prayer, praise, and 
testimony continue to form the four parts of a song of praise constantly 
saluting our Father's ears, and drawing down His blessings upon the 
system of schools conceived in wisdom, born in love, and sustained in 
prayer and labor. Done. 


THE DOCKS OF LIVERPOOL. 


WRITTEN FOR THE MILLENNIAL STAR. 


LIVERPOOL claims to be the largest port in the world. It certainly has 
good ground for this claim, as it is the largest port in Great Britain, and 
that means a great deal. Although Glasgow and Bristol, in England, and 
New York, abroad, are, perhaps, prepared to dispute the supremecy of 
Liverpool, yet the fact remains. The numerous and extensive docks, both 
in Liverpool and Birkenhead (which are one), the noble estuary which 
those docks line, the important fleet of steamers which hourly arrive from, 
or sail to, distant parts of the globe, the extent of its enormous commerce, 
the immense public buildings of the great town, the continual augmenta- 
tion in the numbers of its inhabitants—all combine to justify its claim to 
supremecy. 

The first great source of the commercial prosperity of Liverpool—the 
second city of the kingdom—was, doubtless, her magnificent river; and her 
rapid mercantile growth is attributable to the excellence of her dock and 
harbor accomodations. The present sea wall of docks, faced with granite 
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and laid in massive blocks, which is upwards of seven miles in length, ex- 
tending north and south, is one of the greatest mural works in existence, 
both as to extent, strength, and durability ; and it forms a striking contrast 
to the first efforts made in this directionduring the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
when a mole was constructed to lay up vessels in the winter—the shipping 
and unshipping of cargoes being effected by the formation of a quay. 

In July, 1815, steamboats were first seen on the Mersey; and in the 
summer of 1819 the first ocean-steamer crossed the Atlantic. In that year 
the Savannah, of 319 tons, built at New York, safely entered the Liverpool 
docks. The voyage consumed twenty-six days. It having been demon- 
strated hy the Great Western that steam vessels of large size could cross 
the Atlantic in safety, Liverpool was not slow to enter upon a new career. 
The first steamer left the docks of that port for New York on the fifth of 
July, 1838; and in July, 1840, the royal mail service was inaugurated by 
the present Cunard Company, whose boat the Britannia accomplished the 
return trip in nine and a half days. 

So marvelous has been the advance in steam, however, since that date 
that the present grey-hounds of the Atlantic—City of Paris, City of New 
York, Teutonic, Majestic, Umbria, and Etruria—accomplish the trip in 
from a fraction over five and a half days, to a fraction over six days! In 
order to comfortably house these huge floating palaces, each of which is 
nearly as;long as a block in Salt Lake City, immense docks—huge basins 
used for keeping vessels afloat at a certain level, in order to load or 
unload them at ease—had to be constructed, which are now a triumph of 
engineering skill. 

The history of the Liverpool docks dates back to the year 1551, at which 
time the anchorage for vessels was so bad that ships grounded frequently 
before the town. In 1709, the municipal authorities appear to have 
seriously turned their attention to the necessity of providing better means 
of safety for the merchant vessels which began to frequent the port in 
considerable numbers. The idea of making use of floodgates to draw up 
the water in the docks, so as to render the vessels sheltered in them inde- 
- pendent of the tide, while they were protected from any storms which 
might rage in the outer ocean, was adopted. Floodgates had been used, 
from the times of the ancient Egyptians, for various purposes, but they 
had never been turned to account in the manner just described. The idea 
was conceived by a man named Steers, to whom belongs the honor of orig- 
inating the system of floating docks, which have been so valuable to com- 
merce in every part of the globe. 

In 1710, parliamentary power was granted to construct the “Old Dock,” 
which was opened in 1715 for use; its total water area was three acres and 
1,890 yards. A small graving, or dry dock—used for receiving ships for 
repair—was opened in the same year. Nothing further was done in dock 
building until 1753, when a new dock was opened, which had occupied 
sixteen years in building. In 1771, Liverpool could boast of thirteen 
acres of dock space. 

The introduction of steam into the motive power of vessels about the 
year 1815 gave a great impetus to trade. The following year witnessed 
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